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Dolgan language 


The Dolgan language is a Turkic language with around 
1,000 speakers, spoken in the Taymyr Peninsula in Russia.® The 
speakers are known as the Dolgans. The word "Dolgan" means 'tribe 
living on the middle reaches of the river'. This is most likely 
signifying the geographical location of the Dolgan tribe.® 

The language is very local and restricted to a certain area and has 
declined in usage over the years. As of 2010 there are only about 
1,050 speakers of the language.® The language has expressed a few 
changes since the beginning of its formation, such as alphabet and 
phrasing terms. The issue as of recently has become the weak 
integration of this local language within families with mixed 
marriages. Instead of speaking either of the parents' local languages, 
the family incorporates Russian as the more dominant language to 
ease interfamilial and external communication.® This results in 
children learning the local language, Dolgan, only a little bit or as a 
second language and over generations it continues to fade. 
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Dolgan 
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Classification 


Dolgan is a member of the Northern Turkic family of languages along with its closest relative, Sakha 
(Yakut). Like Finnish, Hungarian and Turkish, Dolgan has vowel harmony, is agglutinative and has no 
grammatical gender. Word order is usually subject-object-verb. 


Sample comparison with Yakut 


Dolgan: 

Uskuolaga uorenebin 
DulganIT kepsetebin 
Kar 

Tuogunan hir barita 
habillmna? 


Yakut: 

Oskuolaga uorenebin 
SaxalT kepsetebin 
Xar 

Tugunan sir bar(i)ta sabilmna? 


Literal English translation: 

(lam) studying at school 
(I) speak Yakut (Dolgan) 
Snow 

What covered the ground? 


Geographical distribution 


Official status 

Dolgan is established as a dominant language in the Taimyr Peninsula. 


Dialects/Varieties 

Three Dolgan subgroups: 

■ Western - Yenisei, Norilsk 

■ Central - Avam 

■ Eastern - Khatanga^ 

All dialects are understood among each other, despite subtle differences. Yakut is also understood among all 
since it is so similar. 

History 


The Dolgan language started out having a Latin alphabet in the early 20th century. Over time, the Cyrillic 
alphabet was implemented instead since it is the same alphabet used by the related language, Yakut. 
Evenki's influence on Dolgan can explain, in part, why it is considered a separate language from Yakut/ 8 ] 
Dolgan has made appearances in newspapers, such as Taymyr, as well as schools starting around the time of 
the 60s/ 3 ] However, now there are only around 1,050 speakers of the language. 

Certain words in the language were developed from geographical implications that have been present since 
the start of the Dolgan language. For instance, the directional terms ta~s (1. south 2. east) and muora (1. 
north 2. west) are representative of the corresponding landscapes/ 9 ] Ta~s is related to the word stone, and 
the southeast topography of the native region, Taimyr, is covered by the Putorana Mountains. Similarly, 
muora denotes "sea" where the western zone of Taimyr has access to the sea shore. 







However, this is not true for all directional terms, nor all words of the Dolgan language. Southwest, uha, and 
northeast, allara, have no significance in geographical terms relative to Taymyr. 

Grammar 


Morphology 

The composition of morphological categories in the noun is: case, number, possession, and in the verb is: 
voice, aspect, mode, time, person and number. In contrast in the Yakut language, the partitive is used in the 
possessive declension to address the accusative case, and joint case serves to structure two similar parts of a 
sentence. In conjugation of a verb in the common form of -aawwb/, the paradi gms of Dolgan inclination were 
preserved with the word 6aap. 

Phonology 
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[ 10 ] 

Dolgan has the following phonetic characteristics: 

■ diphthongisation of the Turkish medium vowels [o, e, o] in the root syllable 

■ labial and palatal vowel harmony in the native words 

■ transition of the initial Turkish c- into h-, loss of the uvular x, 5: Yakut; caxa ~ Dolgan haKa 
(self) 







Vocabulary 

■ Much of the old Yakut language was lost 

■ lack of modern political and scientific terminology 

■ change in the meaning of words under the influence of the 
Turkish semantic system 

■ extensive borrowing from the Russian language 

Writing system 


Over time, the language itself has changed and adapted. Even during 
the time period when it had a Cyrillic alphabet, it changed over the 
years. The first version of alphabet of the language had the following 
appearance: A a, B 6, B b, T r, fl, /Jb #b, Ee,Ee,l*,33,HH, 
Ha Ha, H h, K k, J1 ;i, M m, H h, tj Ij, Hb Hb, O o, 9 0, n n, P p, C 
c, T t, Y y, Yo yo, Y Ye \e, X x, h h, U, n, H h, IH in, IIJ 
m, T> b, bl w, bia bia, b b, 3 a, K) io, H hJ 11 ^ 

The current Dolgan alphabet is still Cyrillic and looks as follows: 
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Alphabet of Dolgan with its 
pronunciations 
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Examples 


hello : /],opoo6o 
mountain : Karra 
mother : HHb3 

I love you : mhh armraH TanTbibidbiH 
birthday: TOpeedyT Kyrr 
day after tomorrow : eirYY H 
dog : bn 

See also 

■ Dolgans 
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